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Opening  Statement  of  MATSUI,  Iwane . 

president  and  Judges, 

Gentlemen t 

w'hen  the  defendant  MATSUI  was  a  student  of  the  Army 
preparatory  School,  he  was  deeply  impressed  with  the  idea 
advocated  by  KAWAKAMI,  Soroku,  the  great  senior  of  the 
Japanese  army,  that  the  "raison  d'etre"  of  the  Japanese 
Army  is  to  secure  the  peace  of  the  Orient.  Later  on,  he 
came  to  sympathize  with  the  idea  of  the  "principle  of 
Greater  Asia"  propounded  by  SUN  Wen,  "Father  of  the  State 
of  China  that  Asiatic  peoples  must  not,  submit  themselves 
to  the  "rule  of  might"  (Kado),  and  strive  against  each  other 
but  go  hand  in  hand  with  friendly  understanding,  according 
to  the  "rule  of  Justice"  (odo),  which  is  the  time  honored 
moral  sense  of  the  Orient.  Thus  he  was  putting  his  heart 
and  soul  into  the  establishment  of  cordial  relations  between 
Japan  and  China,  and  the  resuscitation  and  prosperity  of 
Asia.  Thus  he  has  been  end.evouring  to  this  day  for  the. 
realization  of  that  idea.  He  has  never  been  a  Cabinet 
member,  nor  has  he  ever  taken  any  important  post  In  general 
politics  and  military  affairs. 
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Accordingly  he  has,  of  course,  never  planned  or  prepared 
any  aggressive  war,  or  carried  it  into  practice  as  the 
Prosecution  alleges.  He  has  never  taken  port  in  any  plan  to 
commit  nor  committed  any  action  contrary  to  international 
law,  treaties,  agreements  or  rarantres.  He  will  testify, 
for  convenience  sake.,  according  to  the  groups  mentioned  in 
the  indictment. 

IN 

The  defendant  NATSUI  is  charged  with  offensesA2P  counts. 

In  crimes  against  peace  under  Group  One  of  the  Indictment  he 
will  explain  this  deal  within  three  parts. 

I.  With  regard  t«  counts  1  to  17  inclusive,  there  is 
absolutely  no  fact  at  all  of  his  having  planned  and 
prepared  a  plan  for  an  aggressive  war,  because 
the  post  the  defendant  occupied  did  not  enable  him 
to  decide  or  participate  in  a  decision  of  such  an 
act  nor  had  he  any  authority  to  commit  such  an  act. 

The  Prosecution  has  tried,  to  make  the  witness 
CHIN  Te-chung  testify  that  the  movement  of  the  Great 
Asia  doctrine  advocated  by  NATSUI  was  the  offense 
stipulated  in  these  counts.  But  the  Great  ,*sin 
doctrine  advocated  by  NATSUI  is  the  same  in  its 
principle  with  the  Great  Asia  doctrine  advocated  by 
SUN  Wen. 
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This  is  the  principle  of  brotherhood  of  the  ^ast  and 
the  West;  the  principle  of  the  co-existence  5n  the 
world.  It  never  mennt  an  oriental  ronroe  doctrine 
or  a  "block  principle1’  .  The  idea  of  tM.s  doctrine 
does  not  necessarily  intend  to  exclude  anv  "vrorean 
or  Aire ri can  people  frcm  various  arras  in  Asia.  On 
the  contrary,  it  recognizes  with  respect  the  pains¬ 
taking  work  of  civilization  achieved  by  thr  European 
and  American  peoples  in  Asia  during  thr  past  century . 
Therefore,  Europeans  or  Americans,  who  understand 
the  civilization  peculiar  of  Asia  and  desire  to 
cooperate  with  us  for  the  sake  of  the  Asiatic  races 
and  their  welfare,  are  our  friends  and  colleagues. 

He  will  testify  hereby  that  the  movonr nt  conducted 
by  him  was  but  to  elaborate  on  the  views  manifested 
in  this  doctrine  of  Great  Asia.  According!”  he 
will  make  this  clear  beyond  doubt  by  witnesses  and 
exhibits  that  this  doctrine  was  not  advocated  in 
order  to  plan  and  prepare  for  an  aggressive  war. 

Furthermore  it  vill  bo  shown  that  the  Chinese 
Great  Asiatic  Association  which  was  created  in  China 
was  not  organized  by  such  a  process  as  mentioned  In 
the  testimony  given  by  the  witness  CHIN. 
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Again  the  fact  that  the  positions  the  defendant  occupi- 
,  ed  •.ere  such  that  they  did  not  allow  him  to  participate 
*  in  planning  or  preparing  such  a  conspiracy  as  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  counts  will  he  proven  by  witnesses. 

The  Prosecution  tried  to  prove  that  the  defendant 
had  deliberated  at  “erlin  concerning  the  atfairs  of 
the  Soviet  Ur ion. 

On  this  point,  although  contrary  evidence  has  already 
been  produced  by  the  witness  KASHTMOTO,  Kir.goro,  it 
is  also  intended  that  the  substance  of  that  meeting 
bo  proven  clearly  by  testimony  to  be  produced  by 
the  defendant  himself,  moreover,  the  fact  will  be 
made  clear  by  witness  that  at  that  time  he  was 
relieved  of  the  post  of  the  Chief  of  the  Second 

Section  of  the  General  Staff. 
n.  corcerning  the  matter  of  initiating  agrressive 
war  charged  in  counts  19,  25,  and  26,  the  defendant 
m8IU  .as  not  in  a  position  or  authorized  to  make 
any  decision,  nor  to  be  consulted  with,  as  a  reserve 
officer  or  as  a  Cabinet  Councillor,  during  the  period 
of  time  mentioned  1r  the  counts. 
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TII.  He  is  chirped  rjth  tbe  offerse  of  waging  war 
of  aggressi or  accord irg  to  courts  27-3? 

3*-?6. 

The  defendant  was  called  out  of  the  reserve  on  Avgust 
14,  1937  ard  held  the  post  of  commander  of  either  the 
Shanghai,  Exredi ti orary  *orce  or  the  central  China 
Expeditionary  Army  until  February  of  the  following 
yepr  of  1938.  Tt  wpS  only  a  sequence  of  the  Japanese 
system  that  he  was  called  ovt  by  order  from  the  reserve 
and  took  the  cost  of  a  commnrder.  besides  he  was 
still  ever  desirous  of  e  speedy  termination  of 
hostilities  and  endeavoured  to  seise  every  oprortvrity 
for  reace  between  Jaran  and  Chira.  This  fact  ’'ill  be 
testified  to  by  witnesses. 

Avert,  from  the  period  aforementioned  the  defer  dart 
was  simply  an  officer  ir  the  reserve  list  enjoying 
civilian  life.  So  he  had  nothirp  to  do  with  the 
matters  mentioned  *n  the  Counts. 
rn  the  second  group  of  the  indictment— murder—  the 
defendant  -'ATS’TT  is  accused  on  the  bases  of  the  facts  set 
forth  *n  Counts  Ho.  44,  4 fT ,  4f  ,  4?,  ^1  ard  c2, 

T!ATSTsTI  was  the  Com^ander-in-Chief  of  the  SHAl’GHAT 
Expeditionary  Ar-y  or  the  Central  Chira  Area  Ar*y  from  Avgust, 
1937  to  February,  193'’.  During  that  period  ><ATS"J  had  never 
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taker  part  ir  any  corner  plan  to  murder  P.0.  .s,  enemy 
rati  orals  and  their  people,  nor  did  he  five  order  and 
permissions  to  the  Japarese  Army,  as  described  in  the  incident. 
On  the  contrary,  as  the  commander  MATSTTI  did  his  best  to 
maintain  ard  enforce  military  ard  moral  dicipline.  He 
too"k  every  precaution  to  prevent  violations  and  punished 
severely  anybody  vho  acted  without  regard  to  discipline. 
Furthermore ,  he  stressed  harmony  and  friendshiu  between 
Japan  and  China  which  was  Ms  lonp-cheri  shed  idea;  tried 
to  minimize  as  much  as  possible  damages  caused  by  the 
hostilities,  and  gave  orders  to  be  decent  to  and  protect  the 
good  people.  The  witnesses  and  evidences  will  verify  his 
action.  At  the  same  time,  that  he  also  made  ev^ry  effort  to 
protect  the  foreirr  irterests  ard  cultural  establishments 
will  also  be  proved.  As  for  the  protection  of  the  so-called 
refupee  district,  any  attack  or  this  district  v-as  prohibited 
even  before  the  capture  of  Farkirp,  not  to  mention  of  the 
fact  that  after  the  capture  the  district  was  guarded  by 
the  KE'TPET  unit  and  the  Japanese  officers  and  men  were 
strictly  rrohibited  from  erterirp  the  area.  These  facts 
will  be  clearly  established.  All  our  evidence  will  prove 
that  no  atrocities  were  carried  out  "1th  the  understanding 
ard  consent  of  ’TATSTTI»as  referred  ir  the  statement  of 
Prosecutor  usiarg. 
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Our  witnesses,  who  wore  actually  on  the  Job  of  guar  ling 
Nanking,  will  clarify  tho  condition  of  guarding  and  the 
activities  of  the  Japanese  Army  and  the  fact  that  t'toro 
wore,  besides  the  casualties  caused  by  fighting,  no  acts 

by 

of  atrocity  as  claimedAthe  ?ros<.  cution. 

f.iA°’SUI  was  ill  in  bed  at  Soochow  when  Nanking  foil  on 
Id  December,  1957.  He  entered  Hanking  on  17  of  the  same 
month  withdrowing  from  there  on  21  of  the  same  month,  and 
returning  to  tho  headquarters  in  shanghai.  Thus,  he  stayed 
in  Nanking  only  for  five  days.  Furthermore,  the  authority 
of  the  Commander- in- Chief  of  tho  central  Chinu  Area  Army 
was  to  make  plans  of  unified  command  regarding  tho  operation, 
having  actually  no  units  under  his  direct  co  mand.  The 

actual  movements  of  the  soldiers  were  controlled  by  the 
low-ranking  command  ors.  All  those  facts  wore  already 
testified  by  witness  MKAYAidA  in  the  general  phase. 

That  at  the  time  of  at  ackn  on  the  cities  of  Awantung 
and  Hankao  and  in  the  regions  of  Nhackhin-Gol  and  Lako 
Kha3oa,  kATSUI  was  already  retired, was  a  civil-an  and  was 

not  in  a  position  to  carry  out  those  attacks. 

In  the  third  group  --  Conventional  war  crimes  and  crimes 
against  humanity  --  the  defendant  NATSUI  i3  accused  in  evory 
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count.  But,  re  maintain  that  m  regard  to  the  treatment 
of  POWs  ar.fi  civilians,  tho  defendant  KaTSUI  vas  never 
in  a  position  with  authority  to  handle  POVfa.  .  Ho  novor 
authorized,  permitted  or  ^av  order  to  violate  tho  laws 
and  customs  of  war,  much  1  ms  pronosod  to  tho  Jaoaneoo 
Government,  tho  suspension  of  preventing  such  violations. 

Our  v itnosso3  will  testify  that,  without  authority  to 
do  anything  with  tho  tr  *ntmont  of  POWs-  as  mentioned  move, 
IAP3  T1  asked  the  authorizod  units  under  his  command  to  care 
for  and  orotect  POWs  and  civilians  during  tho  eeriod  fron 
august,  1907  to  February,  19.53,  that  is,  when  he  was  tho 
Oorana.ndor- in-Chief  of  the  Shanghai  Kxpndit ionary  Army  and 
the  Central  China  *^ea  Army,  and  that  thi3  request  of  his 
was  carried  out. 

In  other  periods,  he  was  neither  in  a  position  able  to 
make  such  request  nor  he  was  ever  consulted  or  informed  of 
their  tr  atment. 

In  short,  wo  will  show  that  tho  defendant  was  never 
in  3uch  a  Position  as  to  o  j  Polo  to  ilan,  oreoare  and 
carry  out  an  aggressive  war  throughout  the  whole  oeriod 
covered  In  tho  indictment:  t’  al  ho  never  acted  for  such 
ouroosos;  tvat  tvero  exists  no  fact  that  he  committed 
cpim.s  of  opening  and  oarr/in  ,  out  an  aggressive  war;  and 
that  he  was  not  involved  in  my  murders,  war  crimes,  or 
crin  s  u.;ainst  humanity. 
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The  folloring  Correction  should  be  made  on  t’^e  Defense 
Document  Wo.  2771. 

Page  1  --  last  line 

’’military  affairs" 
should  read 

"military  politics" 
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